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From Ambassador

Kon nichi wa,

It is my great
honor, as the
new Ambassador
to Japan, to write
this message to
encourage
Japanese young generation to
consider taking up your academic
experience in a South African
university.

As a young person wanting to
explore the world and if you
want to experience life in one of
the most diverse and complex
countries in the world, you
should choose to study in South
Africa. Since the 1990s, following
legislation to overturn decades
of enforced racial segregation,
South Africa has made significant
progress in developing a more
democratic society, in which
diversity is celebrated as a central
part of national identity. There
are 11 official languages, and
the country is nicknamed the
“rainbow nation” in recognition of
its unique multicultural character.

The country excels in many areas,
offering some of the world’s
most striking natural scenery and
wildlife, diverse and dynamic
cities and towns - and a strong
selection of leading universities
with an international outlook.

South Africa prides itself in having
top universities in Africa of which
6 out of 15 African universities are
from South Africa.

Thus, South Africa’s universities
are internationally recognized.
Moreover, South Africa also
produces a bulk of scientific
research in Africa and it is ranked
33rd in world publication output.

With those few words, | want to
urge you to consider my country
as your preferred destination to
not only do your studies at but
to broaden your horizons in this
multicultural and diverse world
we live in!

Ambassador Berly Sisulu

June 2016, Tokyo
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South African university qualifications
are internationally recognised. The
OECD Education at a Glance 2014
shows that South Africa ranks 14th in
the world as a preferred destination for
international students and is the only
African country that features.

South Africa profits from many of these
factors because itis close geographically
to most sub-Saharan African countries,
uses English as the primary language of
instruction and has a lower cost of living.

Because all South African universities
have international students, even the
smallest university has the international
office which acts as a first port of call in
the case of queries or problems.
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In South Africa, the most basic academic
qualification is three-year Bachelor
degree, followed by Honours, Masters
and Doctoral degrees, although
some courses offer certificates and
diplomas. Honours degrees, which
require a completed Bachelor degree,
are generally one-year courses. Master
degrees require a minimum one-year
of full-time study following an Honours.
Doctoral degrees are awarded after
a minimum of two years of study and
require the production of an original
research thesis.

All the 26 universities in South Africa
have multi-cultural campuses that are
well-resourced and alive with academic
and research outputs as well as extra-
curricula activities ranging from sports
and societies to pubs, clubs and student
events. For all international students, of
course, residential accommodation on-
campus and/or near campusis available.

The holder of a study permit for studies
at a higher education institution may
conduct part-time work for a period not
exceeding 20 hours per week during
term and full time when the university is
closed.

It is essential when applying for a
study permit to have proof of medical
insurance cover that is recognized in
South Africa, requiring all international
students to have appropriate South
African medical cover while studying in
South Africa.
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Department of Science and Technology established Centres of Excellence
to enable researchers to collaborate across disciplines and institutions on
long-term projectthat are locally relevant and internationally competitive.

The Centres are:

Biomedical TB Research
Invasion Biology
Strong Materials

Birds as Keys to Biodiversity Conservation at the Percy Fitzpatrick Institute

Catalysis

Tree Health Biotechnology at FABI

Epidemiological Modeling and Analysis

Mathematical and Statistical Sciences

Scientometrics and Science, Technology and Innovation Policy

Food Security

Child Development and Livelihoods

Mineral and Energy Resource Analysis

Applied Centre for Climate and Earth Systems Science (ACCESS)
Epidemiology Modelling and Analysis

The National Institute for Theoretical Physics
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Mr. Melodie Wheeler
Deputy Director: International Office
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email: melodie.wheeler@up.ac.za
facebook: www.facebook.com/up.ac.za/
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Palaeosciences

Mathematical and Statistical Sciences

Scientometrics and STI Policy

Food Security

Human Development

Integrated Mineral and Energy Resource
Analysis




