Using replica skulls as a teaching aid
This kit contains the replica skulls of a human (Homo sapiens), Australopithecus sediba, and a chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes).
Compare the skulls carefully to ﬁnd the evidence that humans share a common ancestor with chimpanzees.
Chimpanzee
(Pan troglodytes)
The earliest chimp fossils are about 500 thousand years old. Chimps
have been living in the tropical forests and savannas of Africa ever
since. Today there are four subspecies of chimpanzee in Central and
West Africa and one closely related species namely, the Pygmy
Chimpanzee or Bonobo (Pan paniscus). These animals spend most of
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Australopithecus
A number of species of Australopithecus lived in Africa between about
4.5 and 1.5 million years ago. One of the most recent and ex
Australopithecus discoveries was Au. sediba.
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Homo sapiens
Modern humans originated in Africa about 200 thousand years ago,
and have spread around the world becoming a dominant species.
Despite the diﬀerent appearances of humans around the globe there is
only one modern human species, Homo sapiens (wise person).
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